If it is not practicable to use colors, a system confined to black and white may be employed as shown in Plate II. Such a system is common in most texts, and while not as good for student purposes as the use of colors, it is more advantageous where the diagrams are to be published. The most satisfactory scheme of differential shading, the one here adopted, is that recommended in
Ganong's Teaching Botanist10
The primary requisite of these diagrams is to represent with unmistakable clearness the morphological structure of the flower, and to this all other considerations are subordinate. In size they should be large enough to show plainly the smallest feature, without, however, making the whole diagram unnecessarily large.
In the originals of the accompanying diagrams, which are reduced one-half, the diameter of both vertical and horizontal sections at their widest point is approximately two inches, which proves a most satisfactory working size. The two diagrams should be consistent throughout as regards size and shape of the several members. Another essential point is to make sure that in the vertical diagram no parts touch each other except where actually joined, and where one part grows out from another no line should separate the two parts.
In all diagrams great care should be given to mechanical accuracy, and the use of compasses and rulers should be insisted upon, provided always that the object of the diagrams is not lost sight of in the process of The question will inevitably arise as to the position in which vertical diagrams shall be placed on the page. Two methods are possible. The diagrams may all be placed in a perpendicular position without regard to the position of the flower in Nature, which may be horizontal or irregular. This method has been adopted here as it seems the one best suited to the majority of flowers' and the one by which their comparative morphology may be most readily expressed. A second method would consist in placing all vertical diagrams in the natural position of the flowers, on the principle that whatever features can make these diagrams resemble more closely the actual flowers without interfering with their primary object is advantageous. Stevens" suggestion that the latter method be used because of the close connection between the position of the flower and its cross pollination introduces an ecological factor which is as much out of place in a morphological diagram as is the physiological one earlier mentioned. 
